August 18, 2010
The Honorable Olympia J. Snowe
The Honorable Susan M. Collins

154 Russell Senate Office Building
413 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510
Washington, DC 20510
Dear Senators Collins and Snowe,

We write you today because we have identified a strong bill in the Senate that would become even stronger with your co-sponsorship—the Livable Communities Act (S 1619).  Sponsored by Senator Christopher J. Dodd, this bill aims to protect Maine’s environment while creating jobs, cutting expenses for families and strengthening Maine’s communities.

The bill would create an Office of Sustainable Housing and Communities in the Department of Housing and Urban Development that would:

1) Bring EPA, HUD and DOT together to encourage sustainable development and ensure comprehensive approaches to the challenges of building housing and transportation infrastructure for the 21st Century;

2) Administer a $475 million grant program to support comprehensive regional planning that recognizes the interconnectedness of transportation, housing, community and economic development and environmental sustainability; and

3) Establish a three-year, $2.2 billion grant program for communities to build and improve affordable housing, strengthen public transportation, promote transit-oriented development, create pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure, redevelop brownfields, and support economic development—in rural, town, and urban settings.

The passage of the Livable Communities Act would have enormous impacts for industry, the environment and American families. By promoting livable communities, the bill would strengthen small businesses by fostering more vibrant downtown business districts within walking distance of homes and transit stops. It would promote public health by making it easier for people to walk or bike around their communities. It would cut household transportation costs—the second highest expense for Americans next to housing. It would spur development inside towns and cities, creating jobs while protecting Maine’s natural lands. And it would allow government agencies to plan smarter, minimizing the combined costs of housing and transportation (H+T) using a publicly accessible, interactive H+T mapping tool.
If implemented, the policies in the bill would strengthen the efforts to develop station areas on the Downeaster and they would help MaineDOT’s Gateway 1 project achieve its goals of building a corridor plan for Route One that promotes efficient transportation, economic development and high quality of life.  The bill would promote jobs, protect the environment and strengthen rural and urban communities across the state.
Your co-sponsorship would be another example of the leadership you have given to the people of Maine and this nation during your years of dedicated service. We look forward to continuing the conversation. 

Thank you, 


